Differences Between Materialist and Christian Civilization
not likely to be side-tracked by the propagandist
who will attempt to wrangle with them as to the
merits or demerits of Socialism. It is to such an
audience that I have made my appeal. Their task
is to calculate the nature of the coming order, to
discuss fundamental realities rather than preferential
theories, and to avoid sectarian labels.
Similarly, we must not be tricked into the assump-
tion that Christianity is a concern only of ruri-
decanal conferences or theological colleges. We shall
dissociate it in our minds from a sentimentality with
a parsonic flavour. The claims which it makes are
so radical that they affect our own most intimate
relationships. Its success or failure in permeating the
new order will have a secular and practical as well
as a religious and intellectual significance. In a play,
recently produced in London by a Sunday evening
society, a revolution breaks out in a German town
and a small body of policemen are taken prisoners.
The military revolutionary leader is an idealist and
wishes to spare their lives. The professional revolu-
tionary insists that they must be shot, and contends
that to imagine that mercy should be shown to them
is a stupid bourgeois conceit. That is not perhaps an
inappropriate illustration of the issues involved. Let
it and its moral serve as the jmale to the journey of
exploration which we have taken together.
And if you are prepared on your own account to
take a further journey, if you think it worth while to
preach the gospel of Christian values and to stir
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